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EolirLays llth Orau&u.a

§ naterral graaönoth€r r&6 a fet tonaD, of ooumantliag aspect
rlth large, browa e5ras aaö a ronan Dos€ on rhlch she bler trunpet-
ILkc bLasts. §be hed. a trrrbulent terperanent antl took snuff to
eoothe her feelings. Because of the snuf,f she useA reö paialey
haaclkerchtefs. Thl.te bandkerchiefs rere reEervaa for reödings anfl
funerals

flhen I fLrst reienber her, ny uncle baö taken over the estate
aaö l-Lverl tu rhet re cal.Ied. rthe big Housen ittU Uts faul§, anö uy
grand:lother oocupieö e rJ.ag. fhe 9red.lsh Uanor houses are uost§
buiLt erounö a square rlth tha raln bulkling centre auil tlo saparate
rlngs. Eere there xaa one riag oaly autl than the n0l'd Housen,
frolt 1611, opposite the nain buiL&iag rhioh, J.lke graaduotherrs rLug,
ras of a later öate.

Thus graadnotbErts ring ras iu the nidctle anö overlookeö tha
sqrara and. the gate opposlte. As ic usual La Sleilen }er drarlng
roog. rBs oa the first floor next door to ber berlroor co that sha hail
ea unlaterrupteö vier of rhatever laa goiag oa betreen the other
houses. If anything ras aot to her Ilking her riuöor xouLtl slaa
open aud ahe toulö voice her aanoyance La no unoertaiu nanner. 'fl"is
ras of oours€ great§ reseatetl by ny unclars rlfe, llaria, rho right§
oonsiäereil it unramanteö lnterferenoe Ln theLr af,falrs. §onetiueel
horeyer, it ras aL1 to the 6ood., Es rhen tro oouglus, both neueö bior
rere beetl,ag eaob other up : ntror heavea;s sqke cone aonebo§e ahe
roared., tErio tbe tora ia beatlag H.o tbe,fam rlth a b15 stlok !r

flhen I apent lholsn rith grandroa I slept Ln her Bpare rooB on
the other side of the rtraring rooEr Aoross the balJ' ras a gnal1
rooa rhLoh re ca11ed. ths Llbrary but rhloh rea reaL15r the 1oo. ft
äiil, horever, oontein masseg of books aucl one coulö brorse anong
thels for hours.

Tbere ras a large part of tha sane bnlltl5.ag tb^et ooataiaeö cone
atoret, 3»autries ead. the !.arge gtoae uangle rhLch ras gtLII uaed for
beö lir:sn, oto. §randna had. bar beiLroon next to the oorn storo anö
et oae tine nloe starterl eatiag their ray ia. Eo frlgbten then she
bad a ralking stLak rlth rhioh ahe bangetl on the tall. rhea they iH.r-
turbeö her. I sftea heartl her bangint evBy duriag the night. &rt
oae nLght I realLaeö that e yer;r apeoJ.al reoket ras 6olng on. I
J,tmF6ö out of beö and rent tnto her beclroor. §he reg aLtting on the
b€A hltt{l8 around her rLth the stlok aaö there tag ectual§ a nouse
la the rooB Just getting up ou her ttressiug tabIe. WLth a great
roar she bnought the stj.oh tlorn iu the nlclctle of the «lresslag tabla
scatteri.ng out-glasg bottles and. Jam aIJ. over the roonp but rhe got
ber mouse !

granitnother had. a tiny houeekeeper oaLLecl l,tttle ttlilB to ilig-
tinguisb her fros Big Ai1d.a rho rorkeil for roy Arrnt. &[6 Bil(Ia ras
e sl.ater of Ey motberrs cook Anna, antl a glaat.
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Ll,tt1e filAr yas a poor ralatioa rbo haö oonE to grandue after
a rtLsastrous narrlage rhich eniled in her husbanörs grioiöe. Nobody
knors rbat happenecl but litt}e To f,at terrlbly ho§ antl pr:ritauuioal
and re thought naybe that had sonetbing to öo rltb it. IIE chLlitrea
thougbt abe aay beve preached helL-fire to hll untlL he reat out of
h5's E5.nil t IIe algo kner that greniLuars bu3.lyl.ng rsys ras Just rhat
liltla rantetl. Ihe uors she gutrferett the sursr she res of salvation.
IYe ofteu ronrlsretl rhat she thought roultl heppen to grenttua ! tllAa
haö a nerrouE tLc tbat nade her shake her heaü 1a oonstant itis-
apgrroyal. I ras a great favor:rite becauss I 11ke0 to reaö her 1argc
lllustrateil bibIe. 'It hetl ve4r Lopressive plotures of the öestnrctioa
of §oöou aad. Goaorrah in it. I aI.so reuenbbr reatliü§'sotre verlr Lrrritl
passages in the 01c[ testaueat anö lt seeusö frrnny to ne that all these
horrlö happenJ.ngs should bo Goärg rord. aacl oonslüoreö gooö for ail !
fiorever, 1t ras all verlr lnterestlng.

fi3-als aail the house-aalil slept in a large roolt next to the
Idtehan ancl ia the aidd].E of the floor stooal alr oltl 1oon. Thls vas
to keep the sts,ff busy d.urlag the long, dlark rLntEr. rn those ilays
al'l ona cou1A Ao ras to reacl, knit, or r€8voo So granclua reaä anilkntttea aarl ths naids rov6 - torels, tabla cIöths, curtains, bai
spraaös antl ebove alL reg carpets. All old 1laea rac cut tnto strlps,
(yati aucl. roven into strip oarpets rhioh rera either used. as strips or '

aera together lnto rquaros for large oarpets.

rbere yas e roaring kitchen rerge rhioh ooasumeö quaatltiea of
birch rood anö kept the tro roosa very hot anrl cosy. In tbe haII
tbere Eas aa anihraciis siova xirlch inparieri p gior d.ay aad. night aLso
to the ed.Jaceat dlnins rooao Goocl heatlug räs essctltter as the
teuperature ln the rinter xag atrctio. .npart fron theEe tro rourcea,
each roon harl a higb glazeil etove rhich ooulit bE flrett opsn I shut
aaö storeö up heat for narqr hourg. Ihere rere eaorEous cel].ars uniler
the houses ln rhLoh, J-ater ou, the oentral heatin8 plaat ras insta'l1eil.

shan r rag about 6 or 7 aunt l{eria quarerleö rith grendua, so
graaduar together rith a youager son, ry uaore ceoLI, bougbt aoother
oouatry house arso rith a Iot of farnlanil aacl efterrard.s r spent ryholitlays there. Ihls plaoe f,aB oallecl llosseruö, andl hail thä usual
b,J.g house aatl tro riago. Ia one ring the faru aanager lLvei1 and thsrerare od.tl beitroous aatl a tlatry. fa the other rlng tbere res a ooru
store aacl rork shops. then there rere atablasp üarns, oor, pLg enct behhgugee gelore. r thlnk that here r spent the iappiesi a.yi är rychiLtihooä. Everyborly nas too busy to bother auoüt 

"e arrd I ras 1üfteatire§ to ey ora tlevioes, as roag as r turaerl up for nea].s r rac
alloreel to roEn et rill.

f soon uaöe friencLe rith the ooaohuaa, the oor Ban aaa the young
I'atnter earl odtl Jobs naa rho res oonstants Ln ösnana. {y grandrea -
haö beautifur. oarriages anil horses aad Lt ras allayuy prraj rhea rras alloretl on the box uith Änrtera, the ooaohoaa, anil he Iet ne itrlvcthe ilappledl grey peir to tbe statioa to fetch visltorc. Eorever, on
thE boue Jorrraey Anclsrs took the reins as he gaiö the vLsLtors niiUt
ba soersA to bs tlrLven by a aualL güI' t
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these were not
peöigree J.:Lke the cotrs Ey llaole Eric had. fhe pe<Ligrse cows f,6re
wlld.-eyerl anö barl-tenpereö anil frank'ly scareö the paats ofif ne.
But these rere ordinary lCadly corg rho Aidllrt ninö ny hangiag
rounö their oecks. AaA I love<I the celves.

llhen vlsitors arived at llosserutl sonetines a aaid rou]-d be

sent out to look for us. the one day found. ue rlth a oor Just
about to oalve. I ras acting as nidrlfe ritb Per tbe cornaa rho
batl Just gone to boil some rater. §o I sent rortl up to the house
that I ooulüatt cone {ust then. Uy nother ras appalletl, but
generally she res on1y too glacl as long as I kept out of the rey.
Irater on I founil thls Lndiffsrence ras d.ue to ry brother baing on
the ray ancl a Lot of other troubLea, J-ike ay father charglng his
Job antL the posslbillty of our novlng to Norray. She rae nevar e
strong rouaa and. lt all got her dorn. Because of aIL this f
resntt sent baclr to school and., instead., a govern€ss appeared. on
the scene anö things go.t rather Eora restricteö. Afterrartls, re
(I enö later uy brother) rere gad.&Led. rith goverrc.esses of varj.ous
types for years. 

_

üy best frienö at Graad.nars house xaa CarJ., the painter, I
lone§ youth of about 15. I ras alf,eys hanging arounil h{m anil
helping f,q m{: his paints, sonetines rith AetriEeut to the paint !
As far as I coulcl gather he cas an orpb,an aacl harlntt a frienö ia
tha ror}d.. Grandnars househoLil ras a friearlly aad goneroue ona.
So for the lniA-(Lay neal al.l the paople uho rorkeü arountl the place
eeae lnt+ the lerge lrt tehe=. Per e.'iä Ar:8.ers aaä ?er]. ali. one er
two dairy naiös ead our orn naitls haö their ueal together before
the fani§ hacl theirs. A great Aeal of baatariag antl teasiag reat
on but no ruöe Jokes xer6 orackecl as they hatl EiLöars retchful eye
on them. I reaouber baing glad for Cerllg sake thst he heö soae
oonp&Dy. 0n Sunclays he was very lone§, anö ranA.erea about Ln an
a{niess and. öesoLatä ray. One §untlay I fountl Li-n sLttiag by the
heöge Just outsicle the garrleu anö. I hoppeö out anö seitl nEu1loü.
Then he seiö he hail sosething to shor ue aail it ras a ratch. 'lYe

porecl over thi.s ratch anö eranineö it Lnsiöe and. out aucl probably
pokeö the rorkg a blt and. re both thought Lt was the fineSt ratch
erBr. ArxA thinls of it : the aert ilay lt hacl. stoppe<l anü tould.ntt
Bo. I had. the nost arful pangs of consoieaoe thinkiag parhaps f
haö muckeit J.t up for hLn. I reaL1y hacl sleepJ.ess aLghts thinldag
of thpt rlarnecl ratoh. In the end I think ry father took Lt anrl
got lt ueniLeö for htn enö I hava beeo ileaÖ scar€ö of looking at
ratcbes ever since. I thought lnrhaps I ras the sort rbo nakec a
retch stop wheu ghe looks at it 3

' t[osserurl ras situaieal in the niödIe of öpeu fiel.ös sloping
ilorn torarils a lake. Behlnö trhe ].ake there iere hl].Ls cleü ln
pine forest. Ihere ras about a balf a niLe of private roacl ancl
three uiles oa the rnain roail to get to the gtation. &rt no traLn
oonnected. us rlth ay unolets far&. rhlch ras about 25 uiLes aray so
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re alrays rent by cerrrlage. fhls neant a d,ayra Jouraey rith
pioai.os e1 f,fug ray. If le rsro a big ooupaDy ra hadl the oharabanc
aaö I sat on the bor rLth .Anöers. I complainaö that llttlng
sitletays alrays naile uE feel stok ! ff it ras a colö tlay nother
then L1sLsteä that I shoulö rear her fur cape because of the
ctraugbt. thls garnent aaöe ne feel aa arrful fool an<[ f,as guaranteatl
to takE aray nost of raY Plaesure !

fberE tas a bath house by the lake useö rather likE the Slnd.ah
§ar.ma encl aother naäE 8n aDornous bathint suLt for Grantlaa, out
of tto bath torela, to lut on rhstr she steppeil Lnto the rater.
Ihls she clitl lith graet enJoSrneat but glving veat to tranentlous
shrieks anö roars Lf the later f,aB Yery ooLü. Thera tas a lugour
that youths of a aearby viLlage useA to sit bahinö tha bushes oa a
§aturtlay afternooa to ratoh the par:fornBEo€o lle}Ir there üas no
III thea. It is sElil that grantlna thea sant out beaters to o].ear
the rootlg before ghe haö her dJ.Bo
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